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a top priority for UVU

Unfortunately the Wee Care Center is the only childcare center on 

campus, and currently it only has the capacity to care for roughly 

100 children. While that may seem like a lot, a 2010 study shows the 

demand for childcare is far greater. Each semester the Wee Care Center 

turns away hundreds of low-income parents, most of them young, 

single mothers, due to a lack of capacity. An expansion is needed. 
 
                              –  Paige Holland
               First Lady, Utah Valley University

A new and larger Wee Care Center will give so many more students and 

their children the physical support and peace of mind needed to help 

them better their lives and those of generations that will follow. In that 

sense, we as a community have a chance here to help not just hundreds 

of individuals but thousands, if not millions.
 
                   –  Matthew S.  Holland
         President, Utah Valley University
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Postsecondary education not only improves 

women’s financial prospects, it enhances 

self-esteem, improves parenting skills, 

teaches critical-thinking and problem-

solving skills, and leads to lives of greater 

satisfaction, happiness, and health. One 

particular way Utah Valley University can 

make it possible for more young parents 

to achieve college degrees is by increasing 

affordable, quality childcare for low-income 

students who are parents.

Utah lags behind other states in 

postsecondary graduation rates for women. 

Research shows that one of the chief 

challenges Utah women face in pursuing 

higher degrees is the need for affordable 

childcare. The cost of daycare is out of 

reach for many students, and the lack of 

appropriate childcare has a direct impact on 

test scores and attendance.

Utah Valley University’s Wee Care Center 

provides thoughtful and caring childcare 

for children ages six weeks to 12 years 

in a facility that promotes their growth, 

well-being, and safety. The center recently 

received an endorsement of quality from 

the National Early Childhood Program of 

Accreditation. Staffed by professionals, 

UVU students studying elementary 

education (receiving hands-on training in 

their field), and work-study students, the 

Wee Care Center currently serves about 100 

children in both educational and playtime 

environments. Mothers can attend classes 

secure in the knowledge that their children 

are in good hands. 

According to a 2010 Institutional Research 

survey, a minimum of 500 spaces is needed 

to serve low-income students in need of 

childcare.

Expanding Wee Care
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The Hollands with Barbara 
and her daugher, Wendy, at the 
announcement of her gift to the 
Wee Care Center June 27, 2012

I know what it’s like to be a single 

mother and the fear and pain of 

thinking, “What do I do next?” So I 

dedicated my life to helping women. 

When I saw the Wee Care Center and 

the children there, I said, “This is 

where my help will go.”

Barbara Barrington Jones 
understands how single mothers 
feel when faced with raising 
children on their own. She 
endured 12 years of an abusive 
relationship before her husband 
took his own life, leaving her with 
two children to raise. 

Barbara faced the challenge and 
overcame it, and then decided to 
dedicate her life to helping other 
women. She built a career as the 
owner and administrator of two 

Barbizon Schools of Modeling 
and Fashion Merchandising, 
she wrote six books, and she 
became a motivational speaker, 
an international image consultant, 
and CEO/ President of the 
Barbara Barrington Jones Family 
Foundation. Barbara works to 
motivate and empower women of 
all ages to reach their potential and 
to lead more fulfilling lives. 

“Life isn’t just getting through the 
storms. We need to dance in the 
rain,” says Barbara. 

When Barbara and her second 
husband, Hal Jones, built a house 
together, they faced many setbacks 
during the construction. They 
dedicated their new home to the 
Lord by putting a plaque on the 

Leading the way

Barbara Barrington Jones
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Barbara and her late husband, 
Hal Jones, in 1994 

Barbara with her two young 
children, John and Wendy

Barbara with her now grown 
children, John and Wendy

door that read, “This house 
was built and dedicated to our 
Heavenly Father. We ask all 
that enter it to please pray with 
us that He will use it for His 
benefit.” Barbara and Hal lived 
in happiness for 27 years until 
Hal’s death in 2003.

Recently Barbara woke up 
feeling inspired to help 
children, but she wasn’t sure 
how. Shortly afterward she 
attended UVU First Lady 
Paige Holland’s luncheon and 
learned about the need for an 
expansion to the Wee Care 
Center. She knew immediately 
that she wanted to help 
make that happen. After the 
luncheon, Barbara walked up 
to Paige and President Holland 
and offered them her home and 

all of its contents to put toward 
an expansion of the Wee Care 
Center. 

“It had come full circle—the 
years of abuse, the years of 
living and loving my dear 
husband, Hal Jones, and 
dedicating our home to our 
Heavenly Father. I knew 
how the Lord wanted me 
to help other women and 
their children,” said Barbara, 
gratefully.

A few weeks later, Barbara 
met with President and Paige 
and committed her $2-million 
gift so that the design and 
construction could begin 
immediately. With Barbara’s 
gift, the new Wee Care Center 
will become a reality. 
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UVU is uniquely positioned to address the childcare needs of its students and employees 
because it:

     •   supports an existing facility on campus with the potential to be expanded

     •   provides consistent care so parents need not move their children from one daycare center to another

     •   offers teaching and learning opportunities for the students and faculty in the College of Education

     •   provides work-study jobs for students interested in acquiring daycare experience 

This new facility will be a comfortable, beautiful, supportive environment for the children of 

UVU students. It will provide:

     •   critically needed classrooms

     •   roomier play and napping areas

     •   updated kitchen facilities

Current Wee Care Center facility
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First floor

Second floor

Proposed Wee Care Center facility

Artist’s concept of how the building might be designed; a design has yet to be officially approved.
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Holly Lundell, class of 2010, earned a 

bachelor’s degree in criminal justice at 

UVU and now owns a gym. She hopes 

to attend law school once her children 

are in school full time. But her future 

wasn’t always so bright. 

Holly dropped out of college after one 

semester to marry and support her 

husband. She was shocked to learn later 

that he was taking and selling drugs, 

and he became abusive under their 

influence. With two young sons Holly 

was terrified at the prospect of going 

back to school and having to support 

her children on her own, but she knew 

she needed a divorce to make a better 

life for herself and her children.

At the advice of the Women’s Success 

Center, Holly applied to the Wee Care 

Center. She felt lucky when her children 

were accepted because there was a long 

waiting list. “Without the services of 

Wee Care, I would not have been able 

to finish my degree,” she said. “The 

Wee Care Center offered more than 

just exceptional childcare. They also 

gave moral support to exhausted and 

frightened parents. They truly cared 

about the educational success of the 

parents as well as the children.”

Holly Lundell ’10

MOTHERS’ SUCCESS STORIES 
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Jessica Steele and her husband were 

prepared to deal with the challenges 

of juggling work, school, and children, 

but they hadn’t anticipated the medical 

problems their son developed. 

“It’s parents’ worst fear to hear that 

something is wrong with their child, 

and this became our reality when our 

son was diagnosed with type 1 diabetes 

at just 18 months old,” said Jessica. Her 

son needed to have his blood sugar 

tested several times a day and to receive 

insulin via an insulin pump. In addition, 

many life-threatening situations arise 

when a child develops diabetes at such a 

young age, and he had to be monitored 

closely.

When Jessica wanted to return to school, 

she was turned down by every daycare 

she applied to because of the level of 

care her son needed. She applied to the 

Wee Care Center and was surprised 

when they accepted her son and 

welcomed the responsibility of caring 

for him.

“The Wee Care Center has undoubtedly 

been a life-saving resource for my 

family. I honestly don’t know what I 

would have done without it,” she said.

Jessica Steele recently graduated from 

UVU with a bachelor’s degree in 

community health education. 

Jessica Steele ’12
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HOW YOU CAN HELP

When a young woman, a young mother, is educated, generations are 

blessed. Her first interest is that her children be cared for in a safe 

environment, an environment where they can receive an education 

themselves. UVU provides better than any other place that I am aware 

of an education for the non-traditional student. And what we need 

now is that safe place, a place she can trust to leave her child for a few 

hours of the day so that she might receive the education that will change 

generations. Please help us as we try to provide that place for those 

children and bless those families for generations. 

               – Karen Ashton  
            Supporter of the UVU Wee Care Center

WEE CARE CHILD CARE EXPANSION FUND

Your gift toward the expansion of the Wee Care Center will help make it possible for 
more low-income parents to achieve their educational goals at UVU.

If you are interested in supporting the Wee Care Center expansion, please contact:

JANE URBASKA
Associate Vice President, Utah Valley University 
800 West University Parkway - MS 111
Orem, UT 84058
(801) 863-6405 • janeu@uvu.edu, or make a gift online at: supportuvu.org





800 West University Parkway MS 111 • (801) 863 - 8568


